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A description of the activity/experience/issue (what, when)

As an Early Years teacher, my relationship with parents and carers is essential in improving children’s early literacy skills, as highlighted in the ‘Read on get on’ strategy. It is essential to challenge other practitioners’ assumptions that all parents do read to their children. 
Read On, Get On states that “The first few years of a child’s life are a period of rapid development, making this a vital time for the emergence of language and communication skills. Without strong early language and communication skills, early reading practices and a positive home literacy environment, children will often struggle to learn to read when they start school”. Such experiences, or lack of, can have a lasting affect into adulthood: As research suggests, a child with poor language at 5 is much less likely to be a strong reader at the age of 11. This can have great implications in their future employment and prospects. 
The document goes on to explain that a child of 5 years, “should be able to talk and be understood by new people, use full sentences and ask lots of “why?” questions. They should be able to understand and talk about events in the past and future and use most of the everyday words that an adult uses.” Children should also be “displaying knowledge linked to early literacy – building up pictures or characters, exploring a plot or theme, listening to stories, accurately anticipating key events, responding with relevant questions, comments, or actions and making links between texts and their own experiences.” Without these skills, their future academic success can be significantly hampered. 
The document highlights that the strongest influence on literacy development in children are parents who foster secure attachments, immerse the child in rich language, have positive quality interactions, play with their children and less to do with parental occupation.
Continued discussion goes on to highlight some of the barriers that parents struggle to overcome, such as providing regular, sustained and positive interactions due to a lack of confidence, time or failure to understand the impact they themselves can have on their children.
Other key influences are on the development of literacy skills is the high-quality teaching of systematic phonics, at primary school and supporting children’s motivation to read for pleasure frequently and extensively.
The ‘Read on get on’ strategy highlights to professionals, like myself, the importance of working in partnership with parents to support their children in early language and literacy development drawing on the various networks and programmes already available such as children’s centres, high quality childcare, libraries, the Booktrust Bookstart Corner and ICAN’s early talk boost.

   




Impact of not reading can have significant impact on childrens vocab   … when

Link to new EYFS comprehension ELG

Challenge our assumptions that all parents read to their children everyday


















































Reflective commentary (so what…?)
Impact on my own learning and implications for my future practice

As an Early Years teacher, I feel it is very important to encourage communication and literacy development, by embedding language into everyday life and in play. In nursery, our weekly topics start with a story, encouraging comprehension through didactic reading, providing rich vocabulary, and giving children time, space and opportunities to explore making links through adult and child-initiated play. At Young Explorers, we share our learning with parents through weekly newsletters which encourages many parents to read the stories with their children at home. These also include Youtube links to books, which I think can be very beneficial to some parents who do lack confidence or feel they could be held back due to their socio-economic situations.
In future practice, I would like to reinstate the lending library, where parents can swap books to encourage enrichment and new vocabulary. By encouraging children to be immersed in a variety of texts and styles, they not only improve their literacy and communication skills, but also develop their intrinsic motivation by focusing on topics that interest them.
For children to meet their ELG’s in the EYFS, they not only need to be able to decode (read) and encode (spell) words accurately with ease, they need to have a deep understanding and comprehension of the text which comes from applying their developing skills in interesting and engaging activities in all environments around them. 
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