CPLD 2 Interim Task: Plan an activity to support a prime area focusing on ages 0-2 yrs.

Selected prime area:
Communication and language.
>listening and attention.
>understanding.
>speaking.
References:
	Statutory framework for EYFS.
	Early years outcomes. Characteristics of effective learning.
	Development Matters in the EYFS.
	(Note: overlapping ages ranges. Birth-11, 8-20, 16-26, 22-36.)
	Key competencies in early cognitive development. Things, people, numbers and words.
	American Optometric Association. Infant vision birth to 24 months.
	https://www.aoa.org/healthy-eyes/eye-health-for-life/infant-vision?sso=y
	
The milestones of vision development:

· Newborn – 4 months: consider vision development to select appropriate resource.
Primary focus at 8-10 inches from their face, challenge to tell difference between two targets or move eyes between two images.
· 5-8 months: improving eye control, beginning to see in depth. Good colour vision by age 5 months.
· 9-12 months: judging distances fairly well.
· 1-2 years: we’ll developed hand-eye coordination and depth perception. Recognise familiar objects and pictures in books.


Resource selections:

For a very young infant I would select a high contrast (black and white) board book to attract their sight and encourage eye gage attention. 
[image: ]I would read this at a close proximity to the child to allow for the 8-10 inches of focus range. E.g.

[image: ]For children belong 5 months or so I would like to select larger, more colourful books with the aim of holding their attention with the images. E.g.


Reflection for selection of rhyme:

To support listening and attention:
I would hope that a similar nursery rhyme may be shared at home and therefore the child may recognise the rhythmic patterns or word sounds with some degree of familiarity from repetition within the setting.
Familiar rhymes may encourage the child to join in, this particular rhyme includes animal noises which could spark more interest or attempts to copy sounds or words to aid speech development.
With such young children I’d hope to only hold their attention for a short while and so a quick rhyme suits more appropriately than a longer story.

My reading/singing strategy:

I should suppose that my delivery should be as much of a performance as possible to encourage their attention. It may be important to choose the best moment and energy/mood if this is an adult-led group activity versus 1:1. Actions may be added.

I personally need to be familiar with the chosen rhyme in order for me to keep a flow yet attract eye contact with the children.
The loudness of my voice, different voices, intonation, facial expressions, speech patterns will all add to their experience. 

Additional resources may include puppets representing character from the rhymes, or animal models, animal sounds and/or pictures. 
With future repetitions of the rhyme it may be extended to introduce different vocabulary, or move the farm scenario to role play, learning about where our food comes from or arts and crafts.

I could anticipate which questions I could ask appropriate to the age range and communication levels. “Look at this page, can you point to…”, “what noise does a duck make?”.
The setting has a designated reading/music area. A sense of place/routine may tune the children into a time of focus or they may choose to play along with an instrument if simply sat next to one.
[image: ]
Extension by narration of the pictures. Add vocabulary.




E.g. 
Let us count the pigs together?
Point to the animal that says Moo?
What is the farmer wearing on his head?
Look at the blue sky with fluffy clouds.


  
Reflection about this task:

My setting has used planning templates in the past but found that they were very time consuming to not great benefit especially when much of play/learning is, of course, led centred and ‘in the moment’.

I have benefitted from the example  planning template Nicky kindly shared which links the activity to a Characteristic of Effective Learning (CoEL). I can judge that certain adult-led tasks will be better supported from utilising a standard template as a prompt. I wish I assess the assortment of EY planning aides available (e.g. Twinkl) and perhaps develop my own as my experience grows.
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