Sub scale 4: Supporting learning and critical thinking
Item 10 Encouraging sustained shared thinking through storytelling, sharing books, singing and rhymes
	Descriptor
	Yes
	No
	Comment

	1.1 
Very little individual interaction during story/book time, singing or rhymes
	
	· 
	

	1.2 
Staff involvement with stories, books, singing or rhymes is limited to whole group time
	
	· 
	

	3.1
Staff respond to children asking for stories, books, singing or rhymes by helping them recall stories, locate and read books, singing with or engaging in rhyming and word play as appropriate
	· 
	
	Staff members retells the story living gaps for children to fill up (e.g. how many pigs are there?)

	3.2
Staff invite children (individually or in small groups) to join them to sing, engage in word and rhyme play or tell stories or read books
	· 
	
	Key children group activity.

	3.3
Staff engage children in choosing songs, rhymes, stories or books and ask them about their choices
	· 
	
	Every morning the practitioner pick a child who sat the nicest on the carpet and give him the chance to pick a story that the practitioner will read it.

	3.4
Staff show that they know the children’s preferred books, stories, songs or rhymes
	· 
	
	A child was upset so one of the practitioners asked him if he would like to bring her the “Zoo” book to read it together.

	5.1
Staff encourage the children to hold and ‘read’ books or retell familiar stories including their own ‘stories’, sing songs or join in with rhymes and word games
	· 
	
	Before home time children sit on the carpet and read a story by themselves.

	5.2
Staff use props/puppets/the children themselves to support storytelling, engagement with songs or rhymes
	· 
	
	Handmade puppets wooden spoon

	5.3
Children are given access to props and puppets to support retelling stories and use in free play
	· 
	
	Theatre in place and free to access at all the time.

	5.4
Staff sing and engage in rhyming and word play while playing and interacting with the children during other activities
	· 
	
	Staff often sing nursery songs.

	7.1
Staff use factual books to support children’s understanding of concepts
	· 
	
	Seen books as: “Dora Goes to School”, “Peppa Loves Doctors and Nurses”, “Nandy’s Bed time”.

	7.2
Staff engage children with stories, singing etc. They support anticipation of familiar words, actions etc. make comments, evaluate stories/songs etc. and ask a few simple, open-ended questions
	· 
	
	Make up stories based on children’s current vocabulary , extending learning by introducing new vocabulary (e.g Once upon a time there was a… and he was called…he had..and he was..)

	7.3
Staff encourage children to make links between the story, book, song or rhyme and their previous experiences
	· 
	
	Before reading/or singing staff ask children if they have remember the song/game etc, if they have played it before.



Examples/supplementary information
3.4 If not seen, ask questions: how do you decide which songs, rhymes, books, stories to choose? Do any of the children have favourites? How do you know about those?
7.1 Evidence might include finding factual books in areas of the setting other than the book corner as well as staff bringing them to the attention of children during discussions.
7.2 Evidence for this might include staff leaving gaps in their singing/reading etc. Simple questions may vary depending on the children’s abilities and experiences, for example, they may be about simple recall and order of events or, where appropriate, more complex e.g. discussing different meanings of words (especially when words have alternative meanings), asking about the story from the different characters’ viewpoints, inviting children to make up alternative endings, asking what, if, how and why questions.


Ofsted KI 1 
Early reading
Ensure that trainees are provided with further age-specific training and opportunities to develop children’s early reading skills 
Threaded through programme
Identify further resources to support practice

TASK CPLD Day 7 – set task to carry out reading environment audit using SSTEW, discuss with external mentor as part of learning walk, update setting plan and agree specific target for further development in this area.
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